SHOCKING YOUTH MESSAGE STUNS HEARERS —
SO SHOCKING AND BIBLICAL

THE PREACHER WAS NEVER INVITED BACK
Matthew 7:13-27
Paul Washer

It's a tremendous privilege for me to be here #fisrnoon with you. Before we begin with any furtBpeaking, | would also like
to go to the Lord in prayer. | would ask you toypréhere is so much going on here this afternoommsch that you don't
understand, but I'll tell you where I'm coming froifll preach as a dying man to dying men and woraed youth. I'll preach as
though | will never preach again, and | will tetiiythings that you will misunderstand. | will tgthu things that make you so
angry with me, and I'll tell you things that youlideny. And | will tell you things and you will gd have no right to tell you
what I'm telling you. But before you come to anynctusion about what is being said here this aftenngou ask yourself one
guestion.

You see, preaching is a very dangerous thingdlisgerous for me because the Bible says thattfde&ders will undergo greater
condemnation. If what | tell you today is not trlie) in a great deal of trouble and have every trighdo this with fear and
trembling, because | will stand condemned beford.®ut if what | tell you today is true, then yoi'the one with cause for fear
and trembling, because if | correctly interpresthassage of Scripture that I'm going to give ybis, as though God was
speaking through a man. Your problem will not béhwine; it will be with God and His Word. So, theyquestion that has to be
decided here this afternoon is—Is this man beaiera false prophet? Or is he telling us the tréth@ if he is telling us the truth,
then nothing else matters except conforming owslito that truth.

Let's go to the Lord in prayer. Father . . .Fathem so small and so pitiful, Father, in so mamaysv You know, Lord, You

know, though dear God, should false fire be thg tiihg ever placed on Your altar, or could firer@down from Heaven amidst
all the noise and the clamor and the activitiescauld fire come down from Heaven and these desxts live, You know me. In
Your sovereignty, | pray and | beg before the tlerohGod that You would be gracious to us, that iowld open up hearts and
minds. Lord, we can’t wait for them to open thettgy never will. Open up their hearts and minds eause them to see biblical
truth. Breathe on them. Grant them repentance.

Grant them faith. Bring them into Your Kingdom, dorfor Your own glory, for the sake of Your own gteame, do this thing,
Lord. As the brother said, let it be so, Lord, sattho man will take credit for it, so that no nvaifi lay his hand to the ark of God
and, if he did, that You would strike him down dekdrd. Oh, God, move among us, please, becausevweno other hope. We
have no other hope. These children have no othme brcept that You move. Amen.

I'll be teaching from Matthew chapter 7. If you leayour Bibles, follow with me. In Matthew chapternvérse 13, Jesus said:

Enter through the narrow gate for the gate is waohel the way is broad that leads to destruction, tredte are many
who enter through it. For the gate is small and Way is narrow that leads to life, and there are f&ho find it.

Beware of the false prophets who come to you iaghelothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. Yidliknow
them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered fithiworn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they2&ery good tree bears
good fruit, but every bad tree bears bad fruit.dod tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a batproduce good
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruitig down and thrown into the fire. So then, you kvibw them by their
fruits. Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lordl,exter into the kingdom of heaven, but he whosdbe will of my
Father who is in heaven will enter.

Many will say to me on that day, Lord, Lord, did ma prophesy in your name and in your name castlemons
and in your name perform many miracles. Then | eéltlare to them, | never knew you. Depart fromyoe,who
practice lawlessness. Therefore, everyone who hthase words of mine and acts upon them may beasenhfo a wise
man who builds his house on the rock. And thefelrand the floods came and the winds blew anthslad against that
house and yet it did not fall, for it had been fded upon the rock.

Everyone who hears these words of mine and doeschon them will be like a foolish man who buihils house on
the sand. The rain fell and the floods came andisviiew and slammed against the house and itfed,great was its
fall.

| stand here today . . . I'm not troubled in my thedout your self-esteem. I'm not troubled in natt about whether or not you
feel good about yourself, whether or not life isning out like you want it to turn out, or wheth@rnot your checkbook is
balanced. There’s only one thing that gave meep#dss night. There’s only one thing that troubteslall throughout the



morning, and this is this. Within a hundred yeargreat majority of people in this building will ggibly be in hell. And many
who even profess Jesus Christ as Lord will spenetemity in hell.

You say, Pastor, how can you say such a thing@ kag such a thing because | don’t do my Christiark in America. | spend
most of my time preaching in South America, in & and Eastern Europe. And | want you to know, thhhen you take a look at
American Christianity, it is based more upon a gesdlculture than it is upon the Word of God. Anansmy people are deceived,
and so many youth are deceived, and so many afeldeceived into believing that, because theyguayprayer one time in
their life, they’re going to Heaven. And then, whbay look around at others who profess to knowistland see those people
also just as worldly as the world, and they complaeenselves by themselves, nothing troubles trearth They think, well, I'm
the same as most in my youth group. | watch thirgfeuldn’t watch on television and laugh aboutubey things that God hates.
| wear clothing that is sensual. | talk like therldo| walk like the world. I love the music of theorld. | love so much that’s in
the world, but bless God, | am a Christian. WhylarChristian? | don’t look any different than mos$the other people in my
church. Why am | a Christian? Because there waseinh my life when | prayed and asked Jesus Ctaisbme into my heart.

| want you to know that the greatest heresy inAtreerican evangelical and protestant church is thggu pray and ask Jesus
Christ to come into your heart, He will definitedgme in. You will not find that in any place in $ture. You will not find that
anywhere in Baptist history until about 50 years.ayhat you need to know is that salvation is bthfand faith alone in Jesus
Christ. And faith alone in Jesus Christ is precealed followed by repentance . . . a turning awaynfsin, a hatred for the things
that God hates and a love for the things that ®@wdd, a growing in holiness and a desire not tikeeBritney Spears, not to be
like the world, and not to be like the great majodf American Christians, but to be like Jesusi€hfThe audience then erupts
in applauség

| don't know why you're clapping. I'm talking aboybu. | didn’t come here to get amens. | didn’t eohere to be applauded. I'm
talking about you. People so many times come updand say, “Oh, I'd love to follow you into Romahi“lI'd love to follow
you into the Ukraine”; “I'd love to preach wherewpreached and planted churches in Peru in thdgting

And | tell them, “No, you wouldn't.”
They say, “Yes, | would.”

| say, “No, you wouldn't.”
“Why?”

“Because you'd be excommunicated from the churchrdilnere.” What we need to see . . . I'm not tryiadpe hard for the sake
of being hard. Do you realize how much love it k@ stand before 5,000 people and tell them tima¢can Christianity is
almost totally wrong? Do you know what it's goirgdost me to never be asked back again to someikethis? To be
unpopular? Do you know why you do it? You don'tibecause you get paid well. You don't do it bessamen love you. You
do it because you love men and because, more lthgrnybu want to honor God.

| want to tell you something. We’re going to gooirSicripture, and | want you to look at it as itliess. It's not comparing
yourself with others who call themselves Christiddsmpare yourself to the Scripture. When somearygung person, comes to
a pastor or a youth minister and says, “I'm noesuhether or not I'm saved,” the youth ministerlwgually throw out a cliché:
“Well, was there ever a time in your life when yoayed and asked Jesus to come into your heart?”

“Well, yes.”

“Were you sincere?”
“Well, | don’t know, but I think so.”

“Well, you need to tell Satan to stop bothering yDid you write it in the back of your book . hetback of your Bible like the
evangelist told you when you got saved, write dolendate so that any time you doubted you couldtgoim to the Bible?”

What superstition has overcome our denominationyddoknow what the Bible tells Christians to doaBine yourself. Test
yourself in light of Scripture to see if you aretlre faith. Test yourself to see if you're a Chaist

Do you realize if | dismissed us right now and teletryone to go knock on every door in this city,ydu know what we would
find out? Ninety-nine percent of the people, asigm this city believe themselves to be believirgou go back to your
hometown and knock on every door . . . becausent bv@ck to my hometown after | got saved and kndakeevery door, and
you know what | found out? Everyone in my town Glaistian. Eighty-five percent of them do not gcchurch, and those who



do go to church are not concerned about holindssyTe not concerned about serving. They're noteomed about being
separate from the world.

They're not concerned about the Gospel being pethelmong the nations. But, bless God, they're saved

Why are they saved? Because some evangelist whutdshave spent less time preaching and more tioaystg his Bible told
them they were saved, and he did it so he coulg &baut how many came forward in his next revival.

I love you, and there are men here who love you Awant to go into Scripture now, now that I'veosked you into light. | want
you to listen to me. Listen to the Word of God &edjin to ask yourself some questions. First ofeaiter through the narrow
gate for the gate is wide and the way is broad tkatls to destruction, and there are many who dht@ugh it. There is a narrow
gate.

And you know, historically—one of the reasons #r8outhern Baptist is that the Southern Baptiste héways been quick—
when other denominations have failed to realize-thihe Southern Baptists have always been quickalize that there is one
gate; there is one God; there is one mediator ltwWBod and man; and His name is Jesus Chrishdt'snultiple choice.

Not every road leads to Rome. As a denominatiorhawe always told people what Jesus told ped@m the way, the truth, and
the life, and no one comes to the Father exceputyin me.

So, | praise God for that, that the only way angnhn being on this earth will ever be saved is thholesus Christ, and that is all.
Because you need to realize the Bible skgs,all have sinned and come short of the glorgof], and you have no idea what that
means, that we were born radically depraved andHatidg, that we would have never sought God, neeere to God. We have
rebelled against God, broken every law. It's ngt an issue that you have sinned. The issue issgmeéver done anything but
sinned. The Bible says in the prophets that evemymatest works are like filthy rags before GoddAecause of that, you know
what we deserve? The wrath of God. The holy haifégod.

You say, “Now, wait a minute. God doesn't hate adgp God is love.” No, my friend. You need to uratand something. Jesus
Christ taught, the prophets taught, the apostlgghtathis —that apart from the grace of God revé@elesus Christ our Lord, the
only thing left for you is the wrath, the fiercegen of God because of your rebellion and your sin.

When | speak in universities, they're always guikoint out, “No, God cannot hate because Goavie.I And | tell you God
must hate because God is love. You see, | loverhmil therefore, | hate abortion. If | love thatigbhis holy, | must hate that
which is unholy. God is a holy God. That's someghihat the Americans have forgotten. Many of thegh that you love to do,
God hates. Did you know that?

Pray for revival. You're going to have a youth niegt you want God to move, but before you go there watch programs on
television that God absolutely despises. And thmnwonder why the Holy Spirit hasn'’t fallen on a¢# and why you have to
create false fire and false excitement. BecausésGud in it. God is a holy God and the only wayiyand | could ever be
reconciled to a holy God is through the death of&own Son when He hung on that tree.

Now listen to me, if you're saved here tonight, yewnot saved because the Romans and Jews rejizdad. You're not saved
because they put a crown of thorns on His head'r¥amot saved because they ran a spear throughitts and you're not saved
even because they nailed Him to a cross. Do yowksmioy you're saved if you are saved? Because wheusJChrist was
hanging on that cross, He bore your sin. The si@ad’s people and all the fierce wrath of God #tauld fall upon you fell upon
His only begotten Son. Someone had to pay tha¢ pomeone had to die. It was God the Father wihed His only begotten
Son. According to Isaiah 53, it sayspleased Yahweh to crush Him.

People say the cross is a sign of how much mamithwThat's not true. The cross is a sign of h@prdved we really are, that it
took the death of God’s own Son. The only thing ttauld save a people like us was the death of &odh Son under the wrath
of His own Father paying the price, rising agaonirthe dead. Powerful to say, this is the Gospékstis. Now what are you
called upon to do? You say you go through the magate. How do you do that? Jesus saltk time is fulfilled. The Kingdom of
God is at handWhat must you do? In Mark, He tells us . . . regamt believe the Gospel.

You say, “Brother Paul, | got saved by praying asling Jesus Christ into my heart.” And I'm sure yid, but you weren’t
saved by a magic formula or some words you repeafted someone else. You were saved because yentegpof your sins and
you believed, and not only did you do that in thstpyou continued to do it even until now, becausen Jesus . . . a proper



translation of that verse He gave is tfiiee Kingdom of God is come. The time is fulfillddw, spend the rest of your lives
repenting of your sins and believing in Me.

Conversion is not like a flu shot. “Oh, | did thatepented. | believed.” The question is my frierdre you continuing to repent
of sin? Are you continuing to believe? Because He Wegan a good work in you will finish it. He wiilhish it.

Now, we as Southern Baptists preach that you'r@ssgd to go through that one and only gate whidlessis Christ. But we as
Southern Baptists have forgotten something. Andmtwouth ministers and pastors and everyonetenli® me, parents, we have
forgotten a very important teaching in the Gosjiedays that, not only the gate is narrow, it slagspath is narrow. What we
basically do is lead someone to Christ, lead somé&oa prayer and then they spend the rest of lifeiiving just like the world,
and if you deny me on this, | can bring the stafisto prove you wrong. Gallup poll, Barnard po#isery kind of poll you can
possibly look at, when it questions the moralityttef church in America against the morality of th@go claim to be lost in
America, the polls find no difference. Now thastatistics. It has nothing to do with religiouseirgretation. Those are statistics.

Book after book is being churned out by theologiad philosopher and sociologist alike. What hagbapd to the church? We
find out that abortion in the church is just asvatent as outside in the world. We find that diwis just as prevalent. We find
that immorality . . . you know as well as | do,rthare youth here right now who are practicing imatity and yet worshiping

God in the same breath. You know there are youtd that are doing drugs and yet coming to youtlugrd'ou know, watching
and doing things that are not appropriate for dagfin, and yet they’re coming to the youth grooglieving themselves satisfied,
believing themselves saved, and no one is sayipthiaig except this: They're carnal Christians. Theyeally Christians; they're
just carnal. That was a doctrine that startedBaptist seminary, that is not a Southern Baptistisary, several decades ago. It is
not biblical and it is not historical.

My dear friend, there is no such thing as a ca@alstian.
You say, “Now, wait a minute, Brother Paul. Firgirfdthians chapter 3\re ye not carnalPaul said that.”

No, that's not what Paul said. You need to readathele book to find out what he meant. You see, @neur problems, youth,
listen to me . . . most of our Christianity is béea clichés that we read on the back of Chrigeanshirts. Most of our
Christianity comes from songwriters and not thel®&iMost of what we believe is dictated to us tlylowur culture and not by the
Bible.

The Bible never teaches that a person can be arge@hristian and live in continuous carnality avidkedness and sin all the
days of their life. But the Bible teaches that glemuine Christian has been given a new natureg€haine Christian has a Father
who loves them and disciplines them and watches ttveen and cares for them.

My heart is breaking because you know as wellds young people, let’s not be hypocrites aboutet's not hide it. There are
so many. You know them. You might be one of themyau at least know that they’re in your youth grolthey come to youth
group. They do all this stuff, but in their heahey’re as wicked as wicked can be. There is niemdifce. There is no light.
Everything that the world does, they do, and ippr@priate; it's okay. My friend, that’s not Chiatity. They're not in danger of
losing their reward. They're in danger of hell. Yheow not God.

What don'’t we teach? When was the last time youchsameone say there’s not only a narrow gateHigaven but a narrow
way? Jesus indicates that one of the principalssidribeing a genuine Christian is that you walkhi@ narrow way. Do you know
what the sign for being a genuine Christian in Aiggers? You prayed a prayer one time. Isn’t thahzimg? What are you asked
if you doubt your salvation? Did you pray a pragae time? What does Scripture teach? Examine ylvesseT est yourselves in
the light of Scripture to see if you're in the pabecause a Christian will be different.

Now, am | saying that a Christian is without sin@, decause, in First John, we learn that Christitnsin, and if any man does
not acknowledge his sin, he knows not God. He'swadking in the light? So what is the differenceP&¥am | really getting at?
What | am getting at is this. If you are genuingligorn-again Christian, a child of God, you willlwwan the way of righteousness
as a style of life. And if you step off that pathrighteousness, the Father will come for you. Hédiscipline you. He will put
you back on that path. But if you profess to hameegthrough the narrow gate, but yet you live mlthoad way, just like all the
other people in your high school, just like all titber people who are carnal and wicked, the Bigats you to know that you
should be terribly, terribly afraid because you ot God.

| fear men who have spent most of their life tgJlather men that they are saved. | fear you if yewlone that. You don't tell
men they are saved; you tell men how to be saved.télls them they are saved. What we have forgattdelieve is that



salvation is a supernatural work of God, and thalse have genuinely been converted, regenerateleogdwer of the Holy
Spirit is going to be a new creature. The BiblessHyany man be in Christ, he is a new creatu®e.we find out here in Scripture
that there is a narrow gate and a narrow way.

We go into verse 18Beware of false prophets who come to you in shexpiking but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You wil
know them by their fruit©ne of the things you need to realize is this—dbimg a wise man told me a long time ago. He said,
“Paul, your best friend is the one who tells yoe thost truth.” In America, we have become so thinsed that no one can
rebuke us. No one can tell us we are wrong. Andsteirs and leaders alike have bought into thisAle.do not want to offend.
We want to be seeker friendly. What you need ttize#s there is only one seeker and His name id, @od if you want to be
friendly to someone in your church, you need tdrindly to God. And you need to be more concerfoedhe glory of God than
you are for the attitudes of men. But another thiag need to realize is the person who loves yeunhbst will tell you the most
truth.

One of the greatest distinguishing marks of a fplephet is that he will always tell you what yoanwto hear. He will never rain
on your parade. He will get you clapping. He wit gou jumping. He will make you dizzy. He will kegou entertained, and he
will present a Christianity to you that will makewr church look like a Six Flags over Jesus ang k@& so entertained you are
never addressed with great issues such as theSedlsvorking in my life? Am | growing in holinessfave | truly been born
again?

Listen to me. If everyone in this town believesmiselves saved, and we know that’s not true by &eeecause the Bible says
that few will enter in, how do you know that yousaved? How do you truly know that you are saveei@aBse someone told
you? Because you prayed a prayer? Because yowdxdhaNell, let me ask you a question. How do yoovkrou believed?
Because everybody says they believe. How do yowlm're not like them? Do you know how the Bibéathes you that you
know you are saved? Do you know how Baptist theglag until about 50 years ago, would have told lfow you know you
have been saved? You know you have been saveddeegauwr life is in the process of being changed,yaur style of life is one
of walking in the paths of God’s truth.

And when you step off those paths in disobedieasaye all do, God comes for you and puts you badke path. One of the
greatest evidences that you have truly been bamag that God will not let you talk as your flesiight want to talk. God wiill
not let you dress as the sensual world and theuakoBurch allows you to dress. God will not allgau to act like the world,
smell like the world, speak like the world, listenthe things that the world listens to. God wikkke a difference in your life.

He says here, as we go on, verseYidi will know them by their fruitslow will you know a false prophet? In the wider
application here and all of Scripture, how will ykow if someone is a genuine Christian? By theiit.fBy their fruit, my dear
friend. Look at your life. Look at the way you wallook at the way you talk. Look at the passiongair heart. Is Jesus in there
somewhere? Or is He just some accessory that yoomatb your life? Is He just something that youotoWednesday or
Sunday? Is He something that you give a mentah&$se Is He an accessory or is He the very caftgour life? And what is
the fruit that you're bearing? Do you look like tiwerld? Act like the world? Do you have and expeciethe same joys that the
world experiences? Can you love sin and relisiCéf you love rebellion and relish it? Then you kmaw God. You will know
them by their fruit. God has the power to changarth

Let's imagine for a moment Jesus teaching thisggessand you're sitting out there listening. Andlbleks at you. He says,
“Thistles, thistles. Do you find thistles on figéas?”

And you respond, “Of course not, Jesus. | meanrgamot an agriculturalist; you're not a farmemean, you're a carpenter. But
everybody knows, Jesus, you don't find thorns gririées.”

“Well, then, let me ask you another question. Da find figs—good fruit—on thorn trees?”
“Why, no, Jesus. That's absolutely ludicrous. | meau’re never gonna find thorns on a fig tree] gou’re not gonna find figs
on a thorn tree, Jesus. To say that could be gessianyone who tells you that, Jesus, you can ihddwn . . . they're either

crazy or they're a liar.”

And then Jesus responds to you. “Well then, thdse eall themselves my disciples and bear bad fugt)ld not it be the same to
say that they were either lying or out of their thio make such a statement?”

Let me take it a little further. Let’'s imagine tHathow up late and | run up here on the platfang all the leaders are angry with
me and say, “Brother Paul, don’t you appreciatefdlseyou’re given an opportunity to speak here ymd come late?”



And I'd say, “Brothers, you have to forgive me.”
“Well, why?”

“Well, | was out here on the highway, and | wawidig and | had a flat tire and | got out to chatigetire, and when | was
changing the tire, the lug nut fell off, and | wagraying attention that | was on the highway amdr out and | grabbed the lug
nut, and as soon as | picked it up in the middithefthighway, | stood up and there was a 30-togitaggtruck going 120 miles an
hour about ten yards in front of me, and it ranawer and that’s why I'm late.” Now, there would gitde two . . . | know no one
studies logic anymore, but there would only be kpgical conclusions. One, I'm a liar or, two, I'mmaadman. You would say,
“Brother Paul, it's absolutely absurd. It is impités, Brother Paul, to have an encounter with shimgtas large as a logging
truck and not be changed.”

And then my question would be to you—What is le?g& logging truck or God? How is it that so marmpple today profess to
have had an encounter with Jesus Christ, andthgst,are not permanently changed? Let me give yflewahings to think about.
You know I'm telling you the truth. How many timde you go and rededicate your life over and overarer again? How many
times do youth groups go to things like this antdfiyed up and go back to the church, and it lastsut a week and a half? And
yet, “Oh, it was a great move of God.” No, it waslif it doesn't last, it wasn't a great move of @5dt was emotion. It was so
many things, but it wasn’t a great move of God. Basl worked in your life? Is God working in youiel? You will know them by
their fruit. You will know them by their fruit.

Now, we go on, verse 1&very tree that does not bear good fruit is cut damd thrown into the fire so you will know them by
their fruit. Look at this. You need to understand something tHebrew literature. When you and | want to emphasi
something, do you know what we do? We raise oure:df we're writing, we put it in bold letters, are capitalize it. But to a
Jew, it's different. When he wants to emphasizeetbing, he repeats it and he repeats it.

That's why you find Hebrew parallelisms in the BanfkProverbsThe wicked shall not live in the land. The wickiedllsbe
destroyedHe’s saying the same thing, just in a different w@give greater emphasis. That's what Jesus isgdover and over
again hereYou will know them by their fruit. You will knoveth by their fruit. You will know them by the pdthattthey walk in.
You will know them by their fruit. You will knoveth by their fruitAnd He saysAnyone who does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fir&Vhat is He talking about? My dear friend, He ikitadg about the judgment of Almighty God that
will one day fall upon the world, that will one dé&ll possibly upon you.

Oh dear friend, | cannot look into your heart. | soneasily deceived by my own heart, but therenis ®ho is not deceived. There
is One who is not deceived, and He is not decdiyea contemporary Christian culture. He kno¥su will know them by their
fruit.

And He goes on and He says this, verseNzit:everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will ettterkingdom of heaven, but he
who does the will of my father who is in heaveheviter.Do you know what your profession of faith in JeQisist is worth?
Absolutely nothing. Yes. Did you read that passagge@y it.Not everyone who comes to me and says, Lord, .Londot
everyone who professes, Lord, Lord, will enter ht® kingdom of heavemhere are many people who are going to profess,
“Lord, Lord,” but they are not going to enter irttee kingdom of heaven. My dear precious child,yene one of them? “Lord,
Lord.”

Now, again, let's go back to Hebrew literature.ddéd,Lord, Lord.He didn’t saylLord. What does that mean? This fellow who is
making this profession, he is not someone whoglistf a sudden decided, “It's judgment and | hepefess Him to be Lord.”
This is a person who emphatically declares to gbeeple that Jesus Christ is Lord. He walks ar@aying, “Lord.” He dances

up in front while the musicians are playing, sayifigord.” He sings the songs, “Lord.” But Jesusdséi him,Depart from me. |
never knew you.

Do you know, Billy Graham is one of the kindeswit@est men; yet, Billy Graham has said he beligbad a great majority of
people who attend Bible-believing churches are ldstsaid that he would be happy if even five peroé all the people who
made professions of faith in his campaigns are eagrd.

When I'm in Nigeria . . . | was there last yearitug) a mother whose son was in our church andmagyred by the Muslims. In
Northern Nigeria, when someone professes faitlegug Christ, you pretty much know they can die beeaf that profession.
But in America, oh, consider the cost. Think. Exaenyour life in light of Scripture. Do you know therd? Do you know the
Lord? Because not everyone who says to him, “Lbodd,” will enter the kingdom of Heaven, but whates it say here? Look



what it saysNot everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will ettterkingdom of heaven, but he who does the willyoFather
who is in heaven.

What is the sign that someone has become a ge@hirngtian? | wish that we would start teaching #gsin. What happened to
our theology? What happened to our doctrine? Wappéned to our teaching? It went right out the wimdNo one wants to
study doctrine anymore. They just want to listesdags and read the back of Christian tee shirteatWappened to truth? Truth
tells you this. The evidence—the way that youltare assurance that you are genuinely a born-&jaistian—is that you do,
as a style of life, the will of the Father.

You say, “Oh, you're talking about works.” No, I'not. I'm talking about evidence of faith, and itegdike this. Your profession
of faith is no proof that you're born again becaeserybody in this whole country professes faitdésus Christ. Barnard tells us
that 65 to 70 percent of all Americans are savedydagain Christians. The most Godless countryherface of the earth. Kill
4,000 babies a day but, bless God, 70 percent afauborn again. How do you know that the faith filaue is not false? A style
of life that is concerned about doing the will bétFather, that practices the will of the Fathed when you disobey the will of
the Father, the Holy Spirit comes and reprimandsaijther personally through the written Word of Gwdhrough a brother or
sister in Christ, and God puts you back on the pgtin. If you're a genuine Christian, you canrsuage Him.

Let me give you an example. If | was your pastal you were, let's say, 14 years old and | came Ii@ck preaching at one
o’clock in the morning and | saw you standing dwgre in a park or on a corner with a bunch of hewwdl, doing things you
shouldn’t be doing and you’re a member of our chutavould tell you, “Get in the car.” | would tak@u home to your father. |
wouldn’'t be mad at you. I'd be mad at your fathewould tell him, “Sir, you are a derelict fathdvat you would allow your child
to be out in such circumstances.”

| want you to know something. God is not a derdlter. If you can play around in sin, if you dawe the world and love the
things of the world, if you can always be invohiadhe world and doing things of the world, if ycheroes are worldly people, if
you want to look like them and act like them, ifuypractice the same things they practice, oh my filiemd, listen to my voice.
There’s a good chance you know not God, and yonaddelong to him.

Now, we bring this to a close, verse RPany will say to me on that day, Lord, Lord, did mat prophesy in your name, and in
your name cast out demons, and in your name penfioamy miracles. Then | will declare to them, | meireew you.

You say the most important thing on the face ofahgh is to know Jesus Christ. That is not trdee most important thing on the
face of the earth is that Jesus Christ knows yaunbt going to get into the White House tomorrogcause | walk up to the gate
and tell everybody | know George Bush, but they lstime in if George Bush comes out and saysntiw Paul Washer.”

You can profess to know Jesus, but my questiogdar. . . do you know Jesus? Does Jesus know yod4d®k how he
describes the lost man here. He sBidpart from me you who practice lawlessnéssGreek,anomia—a negative particle,
“not”; word nomos “law”—"no law.” And this is what it means. Letengive you an accurate translation of tBiepart from me—
—Listen to me, if | could come out there and hug yduile | was telling you this, | would. Listen toemHe saysDepart from me
those of you who claim to be my disciples who &sef me as Lord and, yet, you live as though Irrgasee you a law to obey.

| just described a great majority of North Americ@hristianity. If anyone starts talking about lafxanyone starts talking about
Biblical principles on what we're supposed to dd aot supposed to do, how we're to live and nopsspd to live, everyone
starts screaming, “Legalist.” But Jesus s&@idpart from me those of you who live—you called_ore, but you lived as though |
had never given a law

In American Christianity today, pass through thiegRraise God. Live like the rest of the world #&fslokay. You're just carnal.
Maybe one day you'll come back. Do you know whaigens because of our bad evangelism? We haveigagitf children
saved in vacation Bible school, and when they hiydars old, they enter into the world and liveldemons, a great majority of
them. And then when they’re around 30, they conuk laad rededicate their life. Maybe they just gotesl. Because, folks, it's
more than just telling someone you're saved becgoseicknowledged that Jesus is Lord. Satan aclaugels that Jesus is Lord.
Is your life in a process of change?

And then He drops down and He talks about two peegivo foundations. Do you know what this passagmntemporary . . .
See it's important to study theology and it's imjaoit to study history. The contemporary interpretadf this passage about the
rock and the sand is basically like this. If youar€hristian, you need to build your life upon thek because, if you build your
life upon the sand, you'll be an unhappy Christand your life won’t go right. That is not what Jesgsiteaching and history backs
me up on it. It was hardly ever interpreted thaywa



Do you know what the interpretation is? It goee likis.

There are two ways. There’s a narrow way and adowsgy. Which one are you on? There are two typésees. There is a good
tree that bears good fruit, and it's going to Heavihere's a bad tree and you know it's bad becdusears bad fruit, and it's
going to hell. It's going to be cut down and throinto the fire. There are those who profess Jesusiid and they do the will of
the Father who is in heaven, and there are thosepndfess Jesus Christ is Lord and they do nohdwill of the Father who is

in heaven, and they go to hell—not because afladaworks, but because of a lack of faith demiatst by the fact that they had
no works.

And then he goes on. He says, not two Christiafidibg their house on two different foundations..Ndis is a saved man and a
lost man. The lost man hears the Word of God prdlut he lays no foundation. You cannot see inveanyin his life how the
Word of God is forming and building and sustainiig life. His life is not—how many people in theuthern Baptist

Convention, regardless of all our numbers, regasdté everything we say, if we were to simply t#tkie passage and compare the
people to this passage and say—Are you building g@arriage on the Word of God? Are you raisingrychildren on the Word

of God? Are you doing your finances on the Word@ofl? Are you living, separating yourself from thengs of this world based
upon the Word of God? How many would be able tavenpositively?

No, none of that. “I profess Jesus. He's my Sawbyr.Sunday school teacher told me so.” Oh. | knlikeg, Leonard Ravenhill, an
acquaintance of mine before he passed on, useytdlpreach in a lot of Baptist churches onceptéach in a lot of places like
this once. | could have got up here today with eabailary that would have astounded you and preaghethings that would
have lifted you up and floated you around this roboould have told you stories that would have engdu laugh and stories
about dogs and grandmas that would have made yobutr| love you too much for that. | know . .kdow, because the Word of
God is true, that there are people who believe igdras to be saved and they are no more saved'r& mey.

I know that there are some of you who look aroumdl you think, “Well, I'm saved. | mean, look, | lbdike everybody else in
my youth group.” What makes you think your youtbgy is saved? “Well, I'm like my parents”; or, “I'like the adults in my
church or the deacon or the pastor.” What doesntiaditer? You won't be judged by them on the daiisfcoming. My question
for you, beloved, my question for you, little chitd mean, you could be my children, and | pray steevhen my little boy
grows that there will be a preacher who will stiiedbre him and say, “Enough of this!”

Let’s get down. What does the Word of God say? ldoes your life stand in front of that blazing fisdich is the holiness of

God on that final day? Beloved, precious littld,dieloved, precious young man, on that final déyweur confession hold true?
Are you saved? And I'm not talking about, “Welthink I'm saved.” You knowthere’s a way that seems right unto a man, but it
leads unto death.

“Well, | feel in my heart of my hearts that I'm sl.” Well, let me ask you a question. Did you eneaxd thathe heart is
deceitfully wicked; who can know i&houldn’t you go to the testimony of Scripture?

“Well, | know I'm saved because my mom, my dad, pagtor, everybody else told me | was saved.” Wall telling you this.
What does the Word of God tell you?

We talk so much about being radical Christians.i€ddhristians are not people who jump at conc&#slical Christians are not
people who wear Christian tee shirts. Radical @hans are those who bear the fruit of the Holy fRadical Christians are
those who reverence and honor their parents even wiey feel like their parents are wrong. Rad@alistians are those who do
not—now listen to me. This is going to make yowpand I'm talking to boys and girls. Radical Ctiass are those who do not
dress sensually in order to show off their bodiegour clothing is a frame for your face, God isgsed with your clothing. If
your clothing is a frame for your body, it's senisaiad God hates what you’re doing. Everybody wamtslk about a prophet, but
no one wants to listen to one.

I'm talking about Christianity. | have spent myeliih jungles. | have spent my life freezing in f&des Mountains. | have seen
people die. A little boy, Andrew Myman [phonetitje Muslims shot him five times through the stomand left him on a
sidewalk simply because he cried out, “| am soidfpait | cannot deny Jesus Christ. Please dor'trél, but | will not deny

Him.” And he died in a pool of blood. And you talkout being a radical Christian because you wéae ahirt, because you go to
a conference. I'm talking about holiness. I'm talikiabout Godliness.

| wish—you know what a move of God would be irsthiace? If all of you came under conviction, ifiyself came under
conviction of the Holy Spirit, we fell down on ofaces and wept because we watch the things thath@ted, because we wear
the things that God hates, because we act likevthkel, look like the world, smell like the worldebause we do the very things,



and we know not that we do these things, becausgowmt know the Word of God. Because, even thauglelaim as a
denomination that the Scripture is the infallibloi¥ of God, basically all we get is illustratiossories, and quaint little novels.
Oh, that God will glow on this place, that we wotddn away from our sin, that we would renouncetttiegs that are displeasing
to God, and, then, that we would run to Him andweelld relish Him and we would love Him.

Oh, that God would raise up missionaries. | dorghithe same things your parents want for you. eyt for you security and
insurance and nice homes. They want for you catgespect. | want for you the same thing | wantfigrson, that one day he
takes a banner, the banner of Jesus Christ, apthbes it on a hill where no one has ever placedrmer before, and he cries out,
“Jesus Christ is Lord,” even if it costs my sonlifis. Oh, when he’s 18 years old, if he says totheesame thing | said when |
was a young man, “I'm going into the mountains. ging into the jungle.” And they said, “You cagth there. You're insane.

It's a war. You're gonna die.” I'm going. When tHatle boy puts on that backpack, I'm going to yver him and say, “Go!

God be with you, and if you die, my son, I'll semuyover there and I'll honor your death.”

Oh, God, let’s pray, let's pray.

Oh, God, | don't care about reputation. | don'tecauthat men think. | want You to be honored. | wiaese young people to be
saved. | want those that are saved to stop loakiognd at a cultural Christianity that You hate arildlspew out of Your mouth,
and that they will look at the Word of God and séwill follow Jesus.”

Oh, God, | pray for youth ministers and pastors lamchy that You'd fill them with the spirit of wiom and love and boldness
and discernment. And dear God, whatever the c@sgyl that you will raise up missionaries. | cdrélp but look at these kids and
think of my own little boy. Oh, God, that You wowdve lan and that You would raise him up and $émdnto the worst part of
the battle. Oh, dear God, raise up missionaries. likgiise up missionaries. Raise up preachers atorpand reachers and
evangelists that know the Word of God. Oh, God kwortthis place, please work in this place, dead Qtiease. Please. Please.
Please.

Now with every head bowed, is there anyone heriglhbthat would say, “Brother Paul, | have beeinigva lie. | claim to be a
Christian but I love the world, and | look likeaihd smell like it and | hate myself for it, and oBrer Paul, | am so tired of this
Christianity that I'm living. I'm just sick of itl'm just sick of it. | want to be saved. | wantlie saved.” | just want you to stand
up. “Brother Paul, | want to be saved.” Amen. lsrthanyone else? Amen. Amen. In a moment, we’neggimi have an invitation.
Those of you who stood up—I'm going to come dowretand | want you to meet with me. | want to tallyou. Now, you may
be seated, thank you.

Now, | want to talk to those of you who claim to ®hristians. Does your life honor Jesus Christ? yane looking in His Word to
find out how you're supposed to live? | pray withray heart, the only thing that's going to save tthurch in America, there’s
only two possibilities. One is a total reformatiorour preaching and our study of the Word of Gatj the other is fierce,
horrifying persecution. That's the only thing ttgatjoing to save the church in America. Oh, | ptayay that you would return to
the Word. | pray—listen to me, young person. Yeadto know. You need to say, “Okay, how am | sspgdo live before my
parents?” Go into the Word, find out, obey it. “Haw | supposed to dress?” Go into the Word, fint] oloey it. “How am |
supposed to talk?” “What am | supposed to list&i Bring every thought, word, and deed into subigerto Jesus Christ.

Now, I'm not going to ask you to stand because Isartired of people coming forward and making thos@mitments, and those
commitments last them two minutes. I'm not here san write up in my magazine that a gazillion ofiicame forward. | want
you to go home and | want you to live for Jesusishwith all your heart. But if you need counseliggu say, “Brother Paul, |
want to—I want to live for Jesus Christ. | dormiokv how. | don’t know how.” In a minute, we're ggito give an invitation, and

| do want you to come forward, not to make a commaitt. You want to make a commitment, you make ¢hatmitment right
where you're seated. If you need to tell somebgdy, go tell your pastor. You go tell your youth ister, and you know what,
we'll know if that commitment lasts. You know hoB2cause it will last, we'll know if it's from God.

Let me tell you something. For everyone who’s hégkt now, | want to tell you something. If you nead decision to follow
Jesus Christ, if you made a decision to get savélgeise last two days, | want to tell you somethifig was genuine, it will last.
If after a few weeks you go right back into the ldpfive like the world, act like the world, | wagbu to know something, you
didn’t get anything here this weekend. You got éamtthat’'s about it. If you really got somethirgrh the Lord, | want you to
know something, it will last. And even if you try tun away from it, you won't be able to do it. Yaon't be able to do it. Oh, |
love you so much. | love you so much.

| would ask that we all stand. If you need coumgehbout a decision that you have made but it'leatr, | want you to come
forward. And I’'m going to come right down here. Blemf you who stood up—there were many of you thene who say, “I



need to know Jesus Christ,” | want to come dowie ight now and | want to meet with you, and | wingjo back over here with
you and some other counselors and | want to tajloto And | want to tell you something, not a fiméaute deal, not a ten-minute
deal. If you need to talk all night, we will staihat is the attitude of every counselor in thiscplaWe will stay all night if
necessary, all night. God love you. God love yaat. e pray for you.

Dear God, please, Lord, there has been so muchmeteLast night, Lord, | don’t know how much ofxias real, and | know
that | saw people last night weeping. | saw petigiag to make commitments, and | believe thatehsas a great deal of what
happened last night because of You. | saw this mgra young man preach, Father, give his testimang,| saw real working of
the Holy Spirit. | don’'t know how much of all thecisions were real, but there was real things gomd pray right now, Father,
I don’t know how much will be real. Only time antkmity will show us that. But, oh, dear God, pkgsease, work, in Jesus’
name. Amen.
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