Confident In God’s Love for You?
What picture of God do you have? We are told God’s love is unconditional, which is true, but do
you see Him this way?
Thought provoking question? Consider this one. Does God look the same from any angle we look
at Him from or does He look different to us depending on whether we’re walking away from Him
or walking toward Him? What about if we’re running away from Him? Does God look different to
us if we’re building walls between Him and us?
Come along with me on a little journey to see some pictures that people had of God in the Bible.
Let’s look at Jonah first. God is calling him and saying, Jonah, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me.” But Jonah arose to flee
to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to
Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD.” Jonah 1:2,3 NKJV. What is Jonah doing? He’s running from God. A God
that Jonah perceives as hard to please and asking too much of him. “But the LORD sent out a
great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to
be broken up. Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the
cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the
lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep. So the captain came to him, and
said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider
us, so that we may not perish.” And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may
know for whose cause this trouble has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.
Then they said to him, “Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your
occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?”
Jonah 1:4-8 NKJV. Next, Jonah gets thrown overboard and gets swallowed by a great fish.
At this point, what is the picture of God those sailors might have had? Very likely they saw a God
who was determined to destroy them. He had sent a huge storm and everyone was fearful of
losing their lives. Then Jonah is eaten by a fish.
Now let’s examine King Ahab and Elijah and look at King Ahab’s picture of God. “Now Ahab the
son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him. And it came to
pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went
and served Baal and worshiped him. Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which
he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more to provoke the LORD
God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him. In his days Hiel of Bethel
built Jericho. He laid its foundation with Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he
set up its gates, according to the word of the LORD, which He had spoken through Joshua the
son of Nun. And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD God
of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my
word.” 1 Kings 16:30-34, 17:1 NKJV.
Ahab, king if Israel, is “building walls” between God and himself and the majority of Israel is
following his example. God is responding by sending his prophet Elijah to tell the king that he is
going to send a famine to starve them all to death. Here again we see a picture of a destructive
God.
And similarly, look at God instructing Moses to paint a picture of Himself to the Israelites. God
wanted them to know ahead of time what He would look like to them if they walked away from
Him.

“Then Moses and the priests, the Levites, spoke to all Israel, saying, “Take heed and listen, O
Israel: This day you have become the people of the LORD your God. Therefore you shall obey
the voice of the LORD your God, and observe His commandments and His statutes which I
command you today.”
Curses Pronounced from Mount Ebal
And Moses commanded the people on the same day, saying, “These shall stand on Mount
Gerizim to bless the people, when you have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin; and these shall stand on Mount Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad,
Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. “And the Levites shall speak with a loud voice and say to all
the men of Israel: ‘Cursed is the one who makes a carved or molded image, an abomination to
the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’ “And all the people
shall answer and say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who treats his father or his mother with
contempt.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who moves his neighbor’s
landmark.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who makes the blind to
wander off the road.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who perverts the
justice due the stranger, the fatherless, and widow.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed
is the one who lies with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his father’s bed.’ “And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who lies with any kind of animal.’ “And all the people
shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or the
daughter of his mother.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his
mother-in-law.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who attacks his neighbor
secretly.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who takes a bribe to slay an
innocent person.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who does not confirm
all the words of this law by observing them.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ Cursed shall
you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. “Cursed shall be your basket and your
kneading bowl. “Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the increase
of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks. “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed
shall you be when you go out. “The LORD will send on you cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all
that you set your hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the
wickedness of your doings in which you have forsaken Me. The LORD will make the plague cling
to you until He has consumed you from the land which you are going to possess. The LORD will
strike you with consumption, with fever, with inflammation, with severe burning fever, with the
sword, with scorching, and with mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish. And your heavens
which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be iron. The
LORD will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down
on you until you are destroyed. “The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies;
you shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them; and you shall become
troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth. Your carcasses shall be food for all the birds of the
air and the beasts of the earth, and no one shall frighten them away. The LORD will strike you
with the boils of Egypt, with tumors, with the scab, and with the itch, from which you cannot be
healed. The LORD will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of heart. And you
shall grope at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper in your ways;
you shall be only oppressed and plundered continually, and no one shall save you. “You shall
betroth a wife, but another man shall lie with her; you shall build a house, but you shall not dwell
in it; you shall plant a vineyard, but shall not gather its grapes. Your ox shall be slaughtered
before your eyes, but you shall not eat of it; your donkey shall be violently taken away from before
you, and shall not be restored to you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, and you shall
have no one to rescue them. Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, and
your eyes shall look and fail with longing for them all day long; and there shall be no strength in
your hand. A nation whom you have not known shall eat the fruit of your land and the produce of
your labor, and you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually. So you shall be driven mad
because of the sight which your eyes see. The LORD will strike you in the knees and on the legs
with severe boils which cannot be healed, and from the sole of your foot to the top of your head.
“The LORD will bring you and the king whom you set over you to a nation which neither you nor
your fathers have known, and there you shall serve other gods—wood and stone. And you shall

become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword among all nations where the LORD will drive
you. “You shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in, for the locust shall consume it.
You shall plant vineyards and tend them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the
grapes; for the worms shall eat them. You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but
you shall not anoint yourself with the oil; for your olives shall drop off. You shall beget sons and
daughters, but they shall not be yours; for they shall go into captivity. Locusts shall consume all
your trees and the produce of your land. “The alien who is among you shall rise higher and higher
above you, and you shall come down lower and lower. He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend
to him; he shall be the head, and you shall be the tail. “Moreover all these curses shall come
upon you and pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the
voice of the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded
you. And they shall be upon you for a sign and a wonder, and on your descendants forever.
“Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the
abundance of everything, therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the LORD will send
against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke
of iron on your neck until He has destroyed you. The LORD will bring a nation against you from
afar, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not
understand, a nation of fierce countenance, which does not respect the elderly nor show favor to
the young. And they shall eat the increase of your livestock and the produce of your land, until
you are destroyed; they shall not leave you grain or new wine or oil, or the increase of your cattle
or the offspring of your flocks, until they have destroyed you. “They shall besiege you at all your
gates until your high and fortified walls, in which you trust, come down throughout all your land;
and they shall besiege you at all your gates throughout all your land which the LORD your God
has given you. You shall eat the fruit of your own body, the flesh of your sons and your daughters
whom the LORD your God has given you, in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy
shall distress you. The sensitive and very refined man among you will be hostile toward his
brother, toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the rest of his children whom he leaves behind,
so that he will not give any of them the flesh of his children whom he will eat, because he has
nothing left in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you at all your
gates. The tender and delicate woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her
foot on the ground because of her delicateness and sensitivity, will refuse to the husband of her
bosom, and to her son and her daughter, her placenta which comes out from between her feet
and her children whom she bears; for she will eat them secretly for lack of everything in the siege
and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you at all your gates. “If you do not
carefully observe all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this
glorious and awesome name, THE LORD YOUR GOD, then the LORD will bring upon you and
your descendants extraordinary plagues—great and prolonged plagues—and serious and
prolonged sicknesses. Moreover He will bring back on you all the diseases of Egypt, of which you
were afraid, and they shall cling to you. Also every sickness and every plague, which is not
written in this Book of the Law, will the LORD bring upon you until you are destroyed. You shall
be left few in number, whereas you were as the stars of heaven in multitude, because you would
not obey the voice of the LORD your God. And it shall be, that just as the LORD rejoiced over you
to do you good and multiply you, so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you and bring you
to nothing; and you shall be plucked from off the land which you go to possess. “Then the LORD
will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and there you shall
serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known—wood and stone. And among
those nations you shall find no rest, nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; but there
the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish of soul. Your life shall hang in
doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life. In the morning you
shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’ And at evening you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were morning!’
because of the fear which terrifies your heart, and because of the sight which your eyes see. “And
the LORD will take you back to Egypt in ships, by the way of which I said to you, ‘You shall never
see it again.’ And there you shall be offered for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves,
but no one will buy you.” Deuteronomy 27:9-26, 28:16-68 NKJV.

The picture we see of God when we are walking away from Him isn’t very pretty is it? We see a
God who brings calamity after calamity, curse after curse upon those who are walking away from
Him. He doesn’t look loving at all from this perspective does He?
Now, look at the picture of God that we see when we are coming toward or walking with Him.
We saw Jonah being swallowed by a great fish. He spent 3 days and 3 nights in the belly of that
fish, and he finally comes to his senses and is ready to repent. “Then Jonah prayed to the LORD
his God from the fish’s belly. And he said: “ I cried out to the LORD because of my affliction, and
He answered me. Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and You heard my voice. For You cast me into
the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the floods surrounded me; all Your billows and Your
waves passed over me. 4 Then I said, ‘I have been cast out of Your sight; Yet I will look again
toward Your holy temple.’ The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; the deep closed around
me; weeds were wrapped around my head. I went down to the moorings of the mountains; the
earth with its bars closed behind me forever; yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O
LORD, my God. When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD; and my prayer went
up to You, into Your holy temple. Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own mercy. But I
will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the
LORD.” So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.” Jonah 2:1-10 NKJV
As soon as Jonah turns to God, God turns things around and delivers him from his predicament.
He now sees a completely different picture of God. He sees a God who cared for him even when
he was disobedient and running away. He turns toward God and sees a God of second chances!
Backing up to the story of King Ahab and Elijah, we read, “And it came to pass after many days
that the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab,
and I will send rain on the earth.” So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab; and there was a
severe famine in Samaria.
And Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go into the land to all the springs of water and to all the brooks;
perhaps we may find grass to keep the horses and mules alive, so that we will not have to kill any
livestock.” So they divided the land between them to explore it; Ahab went one way by himself,
and Obadiah went another way by himself. Now as Obadiah was on his way, suddenly Elijah met
him; and he recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is that you, my lord Elijah?” And he
answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’”
So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah. Then it happened,
when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, “Is that you, O troubler of Israel?” And he
answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, in that you have
forsaken the commandments of the LORD and have followed the Baals. Now therefore, send and
gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and the four
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”
Elijah’s Mount Carmel Victory
So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel.
And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you falter between two opinions? If the
LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people answered him not a word. Then
Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four
hundred and fifty men. Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for
themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the
other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. Then you call on the name of your gods,
and I will call on the name of the LORD; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.” So all the
people answered and said, “It is well spoken.” Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose
one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of your god,
but put no fire under it.” So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and
called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But there was

no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they had made. And so it
was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is
meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be
awakened.” So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and
lances, until the blood gushed out on them. And when midday was past, they prophesied until the
time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one
paid attention. Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So all the people came near
to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve
stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the
LORD had come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.” Then with the stones he built an altar in the
name of the LORD; and he made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of
seed. And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood, and said, “Fill
four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood.” Then he said, “Do
it a second time,” and they did it a second time; and he said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a
third time. So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water. And it
came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came
near and said, “LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are
God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. Hear me,
O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You have
turned their hearts back to You again.” Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt
sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the
trench. Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, He is
God! The LORD, He is God!” And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let one
of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Brook Kishon and
executed them there.
The Drought Ends
Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.” So
Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; then he bowed down on
the ground, and put his face between his knees, and said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward
the sea.” So he went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And seven times he said, “Go
again.” Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, “There is a cloud, as small as a
man’s hand, rising out of the sea!” So he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot, and go
down before the rain stops you.’” Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black
with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab rode away and went to Jezreel.
1Kings 18:1, 2, 5-8, 16-45 NKJV.
Here we’re seeing another attractive picture of God. The Israelites have not yet come to God in
repentance, yet He is willing to give them another opportunity. It’s when He very graphically
shows them His power again and they humbly acknowledge Him as the true God that He literally
showers them with blessings!
Now, notice the picture God presents of Himself if the Israelites will follow and obey Him.
“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe
carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set
you high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake
you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God: “Blessed shall you be in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the country. “Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your
ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.
“Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. “Blessed shall you be when you come in,
and blessed shall you be when you go out. “The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against
you to be defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and flee before you
seven ways. “The LORD will command the blessing on you in your storehouses and in all to
which you set your hand, and He will bless you in the land which the LORD your God is giving
you. “The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He has sworn to you, if you

keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways. Then all peoples of the
earth shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you. And
the LORD will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock,
and in the produce of your ground, in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to give
you. The LORD will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in
its season, and to bless all the work of your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall
not borrow. And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and
not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you
today, and are careful to observe them. So you shall not turn aside from any of the words which I
command you this day, to the right or the left, to go after other gods to serve them.”
Deuteronomy 28:1-14 NKJV.
The picture we see of God changes depending on whether we are going toward Him or away
from Him. When we look at the experiences of people in the Bible we see that it totally depends
on the direction we are going as to how God will look to us. If we are running or walking away
from him we see a fearful God that appears to want to destroy us. But if we are walking toward or
beside Him He appears very loving and kind, One who only has our best in mind. The fact is that
God always has our good in mind, it is what we are doing that hinders us from seeing that side of
Him.
Why does God, who loves us unconditionally and wants our best, look so different to us, at
times? The answer is found in how God relates to sin. God says, “Take heed to yourselves, lest
you forget the covenant of the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for
yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the LORD your God has forbidden you.
For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.” Deuteronomy 4:23,24 NKJV.
The simple fact is, God hates sin. To sin, wherever found, "our God is a consuming fire." When
we’re walking (or running) away from God, or building walls between ourselves and Him, we are
sinning. Because of this, we will not see a picture of an unconditionally loving God who only has
our best at heart. We’d blame God and see Him as unfair with us while it’s simply the same God
that is pictured in other stories Who hates sin (not the sinner) and consumes it (sin).
“Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your
iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he
will not hear.” Isaiah 59:1, 2 NKJV
So, if we want to see God’s unconditional love, all we have to do is turn around, start recognizing
we’ve been building walls and we’ll begin to recognize a God who has been there all the time,
waiting for us to turn to Him. Then we’ll experience His incredible love for us. “If My people who
are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
2 Chronicles 7:14 NKJV.
Please don’t blame God for the negative picture you may have of Him. Look at how you are
relating to Him and that will explain the reason for the picture you have of God. God’s love for us
is unconditional which explains why we are not consumed the instant we sin. He gives us chance
after chance after chance to repent. God never leaves us, we leave Him.
The relationship a parent has with a child is very similar to this. When a child does wrong they
see a completely different picture of their parent than when they are doing what’s right. In fact, all
of our relationships are the same. When we are doing the wrong thing, people relate to us
differently than when we are doing the right thing.
May you be confident of God’s love for you and trust He’s there for you, whether you feel it or not!
He continues to give second chances, praise the Lord! Remember you are responsible for your
picture of God?

